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In July 2008, the Alberta Association of Municipal Districts and
Counties (AAMDC) hosted a national symposium - Rural Matters!
Forging Healthy Canadian Communities. The goal was to bring
together delegates from across the nation to discuss important
issues pertaining to rural Canada.

Over the course of the symposium, eight rural sustainability
workshops were held to help set key priorities for rural Canada to
focus on in the years to come.

Based on the common themes of these priorities and other
discussions held during the symposium, seven recommendations
were derived to be presented to governments and stakeholders on
how to build a sustainable rural Canada.



IN BRIEF

(GGOVERNANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY

Restructure power and authority to municipal government
Clearly define levels of responsibility

Build capacity to address short- and long-term community needs
Institute long-term regional planning

Develop community plans that engage all stakeholders

Always consider a regional approach

Allow for municipal fiscal capacity
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INFRASTRUCTURE

8. Be fiscally responsible and innovative

9. Meet local needs to retain workers

10. Provide adequate physical, social and cultural infrastructure
11. Review appropriate levels of government taxation

12. Ensure industry development respects community standards
13. Reduce or eliminate barriers to growth and development

14. Organize and mobilize resources

EcoNnomiIC

15. Promote partnerships and cooperation with neighbours
16. Provide more sustainable funding and training programs
17. Increase revenues

18. Reduce the regulatory burden

19. Make use of new technologies

20. Pool educational assets

21. Improve communication and access to services

22. Showecase quality of life

ENVIRONMENT

23. Develop incentives for stewardship practices

24. Develop and adopt environmentally supportive polices

25. Reduce emissions through technology

26. Practice water conservation

27. Create effective policies and legislation to protect the environment
28. Develop local solutions

29. Develop efficient solid waste strategies

30. Develop rural solutions for rural Canada
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IN BRIEF

A Increase cooperation and partnerships among rural municipalities,
senior levels of government, industry, rural stakeholders and
Aboriginal communities.

A Increase educational opportunities for rural Canadians by
reducing the barriers to access post-secondary opportunities.

A Increase high-speed connectivity in rural and remote regions of
Canada to ensure readily available access to critical information
and to promote opportunities.

A Ensure stable, predictable funding for local and regional
governments, not necessarily based on population.

A Establish a federal ministry dealing solely with issues and
opportunities of rural and remote Canada.

A Establish a rural network to share best practices for rural
economics, infrastructure, environment and governance across all
jurisdictions of Canada.

A Communicate the messages from the Rural Matters! symposium
to decision makers, rural organizations and community leaders.
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More than simply land, rural Canada is a vital part of this nation’s
economy, culture and future.

While vast, rural Canada is far from empty. Home to more than 10
million citizens, rural Canadians are as diverse and unique as their
urban counterparts.

The seed of Rural Matters! was originally planted by the Alberta
Association of Municipal Districts and Counties (AAMDC) to
commemorate its centennial. The event, and the ideas and
recommendations it generated, grew much larger than was ever
thought possible.

In all, more than 800 delegates representing rural and remote
Canada participated in some 35 educational sessions and listened
to keynote addresses delivered by international experts in politics,
sustainability, environmentalism and the media. Most importantly,
the symposium helped re-focus the national spotlight on rural
Canada and gave its representatives an opportunity to collectively
become an advocate of rural challenges and opportunities.



2.1

2.2

Rural Matters! The Idea

“Rural Matters! is an opportunity to affect change ...”
— Gord Steeves, FCM President / Donald W. Johnson, AAMDC President

From July 5 - 8, 2008, the AAMDC hosted the national symposium, Rural Matters! Forging
Healthy Canadian Communities.

For 100 years, the AAMDC has been helping rural municipalities achieve strong and effective
local government and to celebrate this milestone a national symposium on rural issues was
proposed. An event of this magnitude that focused primarily on rural issues had not been
undertaken in decades.

As the idea grew and the symposium began to take shape, it was clear that Rural Matters!
should be more than a one-time event. Now more than ever before, rural Canada is at a
critical juncture where there are choices to be made about the future. This would be an
opportunity to do more than talk and network — it would be the start of something that would
last much longer than four days in July.

RURAL MATTERS! BY THE NUMBERS

AAMDC President Donald W. Johnson FCM President Gord Steeves

The Goal of Rural Matters!

The symposium offered profound keynote presentations and a series of education sessions
designed to generate ideas and actions to create a sustainable rural Canada. These
presentations and sessions covered a range of topics including governance, economics,
environment, infrastructure, youth and Aboriginal issues.

Delegates rolled up their sleeves in the Rural Sustainability Workshops to set key priorities
and propose recommendations for strengthening the economic, governance, infrastructure
and environmental foundations of rural communities. These recommendations are vital in
forming the common ground for rural Canada, to advocate rural interests and needs to the
federal and provincial governments with a united voice.

The goal of Rural Matters! was to bring together delegates from across the nation to discuss
important issues pertaining to rural Canada and increase the awareness of rural Canada as
the foundation of this country. With delegates representing rural Canada from coast-to-coast-
to-coast, it was possible for rural leaders, policy-makers, youth and other stakeholders to
help shape their own futures. It was an opportunity to develop a united vision for building
sustainability and facing the challenges of the future together — as Canadians.
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As part of Rural Matters!, distinguished speakers from across
Canada came together to discuss issues surrounding rural
sustainability. The keynote speakers addressed issues ranging from
the effects of climate change on the Inuit people to halting rural
poverty.

The program was anchored by Master of Ceremonies and former
Leader of the Official Opposition, Deb Grey. Ms. Grey skillfully
brought together the symposium’s diverse voices and spoke to the
importance of rural-urban cooperation.



3.1.1 Rex Murphy — The Other Half: Rural Canada and Why it Counts
Noted Canadian commentator, columnist and talk-show host, Rex Murphy delivered a
powerful keynote presentation on the living connection between rural communities and
cities.

Mr. Murphy recounted the fateful day of September 11, 2001 when the terrorist acts in the
United States diverted aircraft from around the world to alternate locations — including
Gander, Newfoundland.

In all, 6,700 stranded passengers, a few dozen dogs and cats, and two exotic monkeys en
route to a United States zoo were dropped on Gander and the small towns around it such as
Gambo.

The citizens of Gambo, through their instinctive, rural nature, reacted quickly and
compassionately to the passengers of diverted planes who were stranded in the small
community for days. Those stranded were treated with warm shelter, food and, most
importantly, rural hospitality.

“It is not a question of does rural
matter, [rural] is the most vital
component in the actual social code
and sensibility of one of the most
fortunate countries

on the face of the earth.”
— Rex Murphy

Mr. Murphy stressed the point that this hospitality could have occurred in any community
across rural Canada because all rural communities in Canada shares similar values. It is this
social code and sensibility of rural Canada that still lives and breathes and is the core of what
Canada was built from. This, Mr. Murphy explained, is the root of Canadian existence
including our urban populations who have ties to rural locations.

“There is a living connection between rural communities of this
country and cities of this country but unfortunately the cities have

internal gravity that calls all attention to them.”
— Rex Murphy

- L
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3.1.2

3.1.3

Mike Harcourt — Sustainable Communities: Cities Need Rural Canada

Former Premier of British Columbia and current chair of the Prime Minister’'s External
Advisory Committee on Cities and Communities, Mike Harcourt developed the theme about
the fundamental relationship between rural and urban.

Using examples from British Columbia, Mr. Harcourt spoke about the development of more
than 500 new protected areas in the province since 1992 and the comprehensive
collaboration process that was required from all stakeholders. Aside from the new protected
areas, many land-use initiatives were developed as a result of this process, including a
protected areas strategy and a commission on resources and the environment.

“Community success [does] not come from size or
opportunity alone, but from meeting challenges and
adversity, seizing and maximizing possibilities, and
developing a collection of creative solutions to apparently
insoluble problems.”

— From Restless Communities to Resilient Places: Building a Stronger Future for All Canadians

Mr. Harcourt also talked about his involvement with the federal external advisory committee
on cities and communities. In the committee’s 2006 report, From Restless Communities to
Resilient Places: Building a Stronger Future for All Canadians, is the recommendation that
the leadership role of the federal government should be one of facilitation and partnership to
deliver locally appropriate solutions to issues of national consequence.

Local governments must have the power to make choices about how to raise and use
resources, including tax choices. To this effect, a unique process will take shape:
responsibilities and resources will first shift from the federal government to the provincial
and territorial governments, and then from the provincial and territorial governments to the
local level.

Dr. Patrick Moore - Environmentalism in the 21st Century

Dr. Patrick Moore, a founding member and former President of Greenpeace, presented some
engaging ideas to the delegates on 21 century environmentalism. After working with
Greenpeace for fifteen years, Dr. Moore came to the realization that compromise and co-
operation with the involvement of government, industry, academia and the environmental
movement is mandatory to achieve sustainability.

Dr. Moore’s suggestions on approaching modern environmentalism included moving
towards an economy that is based on renewable energy and material resources. He stressed
the importance of developing a more globally unified analysis of the relationships among
land-use, energy and resource consumption, forests and biodiversity and population -
including the importance of improving and increasing agricultural production.

The problems presented by Dr. Moore are of concern and importance to rural Canadians.
Many of the environmental issues of today are a result of urbanization and industrialization
and often the solutions reside in rural communities.

The challenge of today’s environmental issues
will be to find solutions that are attainable

— and reasonable for everyone.
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3.1.4 Senator Joyce Fairbairn — Beyond Freefall: Halting Rural Poverty

3.1.5

The chair of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Senator Joyce Fairburn
spoke about the committee’s report, Beyond Freefall: Halting Rural Poverty. The report,
released in June 2008, is the result of two years of study and cross-country consultation with
rural Canadians.

Senator Fairbairn offered some alarming examples of situations that have been affecting
rural Canadians. She mentioned issues such as the shift from rural to urban and its affect as
well as cases of neglect by the federal government related to policies and programs that do
not meet the needs of rural Canada.

The Senator indicated that the government also fails to recognize serious issues faced by
rural people, such as poverty and what its main causes are. One consistent theme that
emerged from the report was that Canada’s income support policies are tangled, confusing,
punitive and outdated and they often impede rather than advance the cause of poverty
reduction.

“If we lose our rural communities, we lose a bit of
ourselves, our heritage — we lose the option for a different
way of life.”

- Senator Joyce Fairbairn

The first step in meeting these challenges, she recommended, is to explore innovative
approaches to social policy programs and delivery. Many of Senator Fairbairn’s suggestions
revolved around officially recognizing rural Canada and offering real solutions for dealing
with the present issues. She reiterated the importance of revitalizing rural communities and
developing programs that foster rural leadership and implored the federal government to put
rural issues back on their policy agenda.

Sheila Watt-Cloutier — The Right to Be Cold

The Inuit are an important part of rural Canada and their traditional way of life is being
threatened by the change that has come to their homelands. These turbulent changes,
together with historical traumas, have created an incredible breakdown of Arctic society.

As a voice for the 155,000 Inuit living in Canada, Alaska, Greenland, and Russia, Sheila Watt-
Cloutier is tackling the many issues indigenous peoples are facing today including
environmental pollution, sustainable development, preservation of culture, and the current
realities of global warming.

“Global warming is not just an
environmental issue for the Inuit; it is an

economic crisis for everyone.”
- Sheila Watt-Cloutier

This is not only an environmental issue; rather it is also about the indigenous peoples and
the health of both their bodies and their culture. By putting climate change in the arena of
human rights, the focus moves from solely being that of a political, economic and technical
issue to human impacts and consequences that affect their children, families and
communities.




3.1.6

3.1.7

Chief Clarence Louie — Preserving our Past by Strengthening our Future

Chief of the Osoyoos Indian Band for more than 20 years, Clarence Louie stressed the
important role Aboriginal communities play within Canada and the opportunity for these
communities to become strong economic leaders.

Chief Louie believes that Aboriginal people and government must make self-sustaining job
creation and business growth an everyday priority — real, decent paying jobs that provide
true opportunity. Although economic development is the means to achieving self-sufficiency,
the Osoyoos Indian Band continues to emphasize the importance of maintaining the native
language and culture in all aspects of band activities, including business.

The success achieved by Chief Louie’s band highlights the fact that rural communities can
reach economic prosperity by focusing on their strengths rather than their weaknesses. His
ideas are not only important for Aboriginal communities but for all rural communities of
Canada.

Dr. Mark Partridge — Building Vibrant 21st Century Communities: Skip Hot Fads and
Lose the Rear-view Mirror

The C. William Swank Chair of Rural-Urban Policy at the Ohio State University, Dr. Mark
Partridge delivered a keynote address that focused on today’s rural Canada and how to make
it prosperous. His main message was that rural Canadians need to focus on their strengths
rather than current trends and fads. Too many communities, Dr. Partridge stressed, skip the
basics and jump on the latest fad such as alternative energy, ethanol, immigrants, creative
class, clusters and tax incentives. |||  IEGzGzG -
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